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Introduction: Bakhtin's worship versus Bakhtin's industry
An analysis of Aron Gurevich's position toward Bakhtin presents several difficulties. One difficulty lies in Gurevich's own uneasiness about the very idea of "the juxtaposition of the names Bakhtin and Gurevich…" 2 This discomfort is partly rooted in the Bakhtin's cult or rather in two competing and parallel cults that developed in Russia and in the West. As Vadim Linezkii put it in his Anti-Bakhtin, "Bakhtinian studies are swiftly turning into hagiography."
3 The adulation surrounding Bakhtin's name in his homeland is traditional and represents nothing new to anyone familiar with Russian history and mentality. His tragic human and scholarly destiny inspires special respect because "his lived experience has become for many Russians a prototype of…spiritual purity." 4 According to the Russian researcher, A.T. Ivanov, this identification of Bakhtin's ideas with his life leads to a "canonization" of the Russian thinker in the charac- teristically Russian way. 5 In their redeeming zeal, Russian researchers apply to Bakhtin methods of negative theology by defining what he was not. Vitaly Makhlin goes so far as to say that Bakhtin was… "Non-collectivist, non utopian, non theologian…" while Georgii Gachev enumerates, among the traits Bakhtin did not have, a "feeling for the natural world, children, dogs, daylight and sexual life." 6 Even the most renowned scholars like Dmitrii Likhachev 7 and Sergei Averintsev, both victims of Stalinist repression, shared the same attitude to a certain degree. Thus, even though Averintsev fundamentally disagreed with Bakhtin's model of laughing culture, 8 his review of Rabelais and His World, bearing the explicit title "Personality and Talent of a Scholar," turns out to be "part eulogy, part apologia, part exhortation," 9 for he too "is distracted from a critique of the ideas by the image and appeal of Bakhtin's life." 10 I do not mean to say that the Russian reception of Bakhtin is doomed to misunderstanding. 11 His evaluation in the West is plagued with "traditions" of its own. In the West, Bakhtin's cult has been in effervescence longer and created a vibrant Bakhtin industry. The fact that Bakhtin became known in the West in the 1960s is highly relevant to his success. His formulation of the "material bodily principle,
